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AGENDA SPOTLIGHT 

Unconference 
Saturday, February 4, 2012 
9:45-1:30 pm 

(Rooms TBD) 

OBJECTIVES 

The unconference sessions involve dynamic interaction among participants to 
develop themes and solutions to bring to Rio+20 in June. The unconference turns 
the agenda over to the participants, who will examine the results of the preceding 
two days of the Rio+2.0 conference, brainstorm about relevant topics that were 
discussed, and address any issues that were left out of the more structured part of 
the conference. The unscripted nature of an unconference means that it will serve 
as a response to whatever has taken place or been omitted. 

An unconference serves as a supplement to the conference for additional 
discussions or critiques of themes that emerged - or were ignored. 

ISSUES TO EXPLORE 

The unconference is designed to allow the participants to form small group 
discussions around the issues and challenges that were discussed on the two 
previous days of the conference. Questions for each sector may include very 
specific details or broader topics such as: 

• Where do we go from here? 

• How can the results of Rio+2.0 be implemented? 

• How can connection technologies advance solutions to sustainable 
development? 

• What are the fundamental underpinnings of the culture of entrepreneurship 
and innovation that can be employed in differing regional and national 
circumstances? 



• How can development operations create a better feedback loop for 
accountability? 

MODALITIES 

The Moderator, Gary Bolles, Co-Founder of eParachute.com, will explain the 
unique format of the unconference in his welcoming remarks at 9: 15 am in the 
Cemex Auditorium. Participants will develop themes and suggest sessions from 
9:30 to 9:45 in the Cemex Auditorium. Three one-hour unconference sessions will 
follow, with a short lunch between the second and third sessions. 

There will be a schedule board set up on the morning of the unconference. 
Participants are expected to suggest themes for discussion. They put these ideas up 
on sticky notes on a grid matching the available rooms and time slots. Participants 
do not need to be an expert on a topic to suggest a theme - some of the best 
sessions are open ended questions. Ideally, many of the challenges brought up on 
Friday will be discussed and elaborated in the unconference sessions. 

After suggesting sessions, participants go to the room assigned to the theme they 
are interested in. Sessions will be group-chaired. The sessions are very informal 
and conferees are free to get up in the middle of one session that is veering off 
from their interest and drop into another session. 
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